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KAMPOT, Cambodia — Dur- 
ing the dark hours of dawn 
the Cambodian insurgents 
were lobbing mortars around 
the government’s command 
post at Kampot. Inside, U.S. 
Maj. Lawrence W. Ondecker 
was showing the Cambodian 
officers how to mount a coun- 
terattack, 4 

“I want you to respond very 
quickly he said. '‘If even one 
mortar falls in your zone, you 
must answer back with fire 
immediately.” 

While the American major 
was pouring over maps with 
the Cambodian staff officers, 
the Cambodian -general offi- 
cially in command of the post 



in an adjoining bunker. 

The U.S. embassy in Phnom 
Penh has repeatedly denied 
reports that Americans are 
serving as military advisers in 
the field. Congress has passed 
a law that prohibits the U.S. 
mission here from direct in- 
volvement in the conduct of 
the war. ^ 

But the situation in this 
coastal town about 80 miles 
south of Phnom Penh is crit- 
ical, and Maj. Ondecker was 
flown down Sunday. “He was 
loaned to us from the 3d In- 
fantry Brigade,” Lt: ^Col, 
Choey Yeun said. “He is at- 
tached to the third and nor- 
mally works in the field with’ 
them, but he is needed here. 



not know him.** 

In the pasts month rebel 
troops have moved within one 
to four miles of Kampot, cap- 
turing the city’s main water 
supply and the country’s only 
cement factory. They regidar^ 
ly shell the town with 75-mni! 
recoilles^ rifles and 81-mm. . 
mortars. > 

Although government Intel- 
ligence officers warned of an 
impending offensive as early ^ 
as January, the Kampot garri- 
son made no defense prepara- 
tions. Over the past week the 
Cambodian high command 
sent reinforcements — ^and they 
sent Maj. Ondecker. 

“Protect this area immedi- 
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By Joseph P. Mastrangelo — ^Thc Washington Post 

Insurgent forces have been trying to tighten the noose 
around Kampot. Government troops yesterday said 
that they had cleared part of the highway Unking ' 
Phnom Penh with the port of Kompong Som. 



Ameriean Advises 
Cciinbodici in War 






















